I look forward
to the Giving USA
Report every year.
Sponsored by Giving
, USA Foundation
KEITH ANDERSON along with the Lily
Foundation and
Indiana University’s School of Philanthropy,
it is the best resource on the current status of

charitable giving in the United States.

Ed Weston, PASBF’s Development Direc-
tor, also examines this report very closely. He
is sharing insights on the report through his
weekly emails. This article will share some in-
sights but also check out Ed’s insights as well.

The State of Giving

The Giving USA 2025 report examines
the charitable giving in 2024. The report is
mainly positive but it also highlights some

struggles in other areas.

Charitable giving remains strong in
the United States. In 2024, it is estimated
charitable giving reached a total of $592.50
billion dollars, growing 6.3% compared to
2023. Adjusted for inflation, total giving rose
by 3.3%.

Individual giving continues to outpace all
other sources of charitable giving. Two-thirds
of all charitable giving came from individuals.
Foundation contributed 19%. Bequests total
8% while corporations only contributed 7%.

These numbers show that Americans
continue to be very generous with their
resources. It also shows the greatest influenc-
ers on charitable giving is individuals! Data
on individual giving has not been released
yet. Over the last several years, large gifts
have dominated individual giving. In fact,
the average median gift has declined but total
charitable giving has increased, signifying the
top givers are contributing a great percentage
of the total. I would anticipate this trend to
continue.

Religious Giving
The Religious Sector continues to lead
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the way in type of organizations receiving
contributions, receiving 23% of all charita-
ble giving. However, the Religious Section
increased by the least amount at 1.9%, and
when adjusted for inflation, was the only
sector to decline when adjusted for inflation
(-1.0%).

While it is good that religious giving
is the highest, the trend of the percentage
received continues to decline. In 1984,
churches received 51.8% of all giving. In
2011, giving to religious sector declined to
34%. Now, it is down to 23%.

Several factors are influencing the per-
centage of giving to religious organizations.
Lets look a t few of these factors.

The number of individuals who identify
and participate in religious organizations
continues to decline. According to Gallup,
in 1937, 73% of Americans claimed to be
a member of a religious organization. This
held steady for decades. Gallup noted in
1990, 70% of Americans still identified
with a religious group. But, this number is
declined significantly since 2000, with only
45% claiming to identify with a religious
organization.

But, the number of donors is not the
only issue. MortarStone found religiously
involved persons are giving less to religious
organizations. The study found median
giving per household fell from $910 in 2021
to $600 in 2024.

The same study did show the 1% of
givers increased their giving by 47% between
2021 and 2024. But, even with this substan-
tial increase, churches have not been able to
keep up. Finances and Faith reported church
median income increased from $150,000
to $165,000 since 2010. But, inflation far
outpaced this increase. In order for median
church income to keep with inflation, median
giving need to increase to $209,603.

Churches also face a lot of competition
for the gifts. Many non-profit organizations
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have full-time staff dedicated to raising
funds. These organizations spent a significant
amount of time and money to tell their story
in multiple ways. They have become quite
skilled at asking for donations. Most clergy
are very hesitate to ask for gifts. And not be-
ing asked is the number one reasons someone
does not gift to a particular cause.

Hope for the Churches
Even with all these challenges, there is

hope for churches. Every Sunday, clergy are
in front of donors with the opportunity to
share the church’s story. It is not so much
about asking for support but it is telling
how the church is using the gifts received.

It is about celebrating ministry taking place
every week. It is about sharing how lives are
being changed. The offering will afford an
opportunity for persons to financially support
the church. Where in the service do we state
our case for support and share what is being
done?

Giving USA updated their study on
generational giving with some very prom-
ising results for the church. Millennials
have increased giving by 22% between 2021
and 2024. Only the Boomers outpaced the
Millennials with an increase of 27%. And
Millennials contribute more than Generation
X by approximately 18% on average.

While Boomers contribute on average
over two times as much compared to the
younger generations, we are beginning to see
a resurgence in generosity with Millennials.
Add to this, Boomers, Gen X, and Millenni-
als have all increased their giving to churches
since 2021. Millennials more than doubled
their contributions.

But churches need to discover ways to
connect with Gen X, Millennials, and Gen
Z in new ways. For several years, it has been
stressed churches need to offer online giving.
The vast majority of gifts are made online
with Millennials making 82% of their gifts
online. Even Boomers give 58% of their
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continued from page 1 The following persons have joined The Endless Line of Splendor since our last Society Page.

contributions online. The church May we celebrate their lives and remember their family and friends as they grieve their loss.

must have online giving to compete

Preachers' Aid Society
and Benefit Fund
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only way to make contributions.
54% of Millennials made their con-

edweston69@gmail.com
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There is a lot of hope for church-
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school, our work becomes more focused, and holidays

Hlls :

are about to begin. It is a wonderful time of year.

This fall, settle by the fireplace

and think about some simple A Charitable When you update or write
things you can do that will give v your will, you ensure your
you more comfort. Let us help Glﬂﬂnn%lly wishes are followed, your
you with three things, all Fund a gift annuity and legacy is secured and your
designed to bring you a feeling receive favorable fixed family is protected. We make THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of accomplishment and payments for life. You also it easy for you to get started — THE CURRENT
assurance: : bl i with our online wills
Z;GIZT g ;isslf‘:nffcli’sme e The Society Page and The Current
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causes important to you ; A X
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. allows you to leave assets to QR code E s E or contact Paul Black at pblack@igrc.org.
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Re-Imagining Ministry for the Second Half of Life
Congratulations

Margaret Pearson & Rev. Dr. C. Ray Penn
who were married on July 19.

2025 Confluence of Retired Pastors

i
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R. DUANE AMBROSE

Marti Ambrose.........cceeevevuveevvevinnnns Effingham
BEVERLY BARNETT
Jeanne L. SimS ......coovevveeveveverererererennnne Rochester
Herb & Suzanne Thompson.............. Kankakee
Susan Hawbecker.........cccceeuuniuuenn. Atlanta GA
Howard Daughenbaugh ....................... Morton
VERNIE & BEVERLY BARNETT
Ray & Sharon Owens................... Bloomington
William & Millie Pruett........cccceuueee. Decatur

FUMIKO BROWN

Marian Poe ..., Bloomington

RENDA CHASE

Jim & Bonnie Rhea...........ccceuevueneee. Belleville
Ed & Nancy Weston..........cceceveuevence Belleville
MARGY CURTIS
Glen & Susan BoCOX......ccevuueveriennes Galesburg
NEWT DANIEL,

WESLEY DANIEL,

HUGH B. DANIEL
Thel & Jim Lemons..........ccceerenverenene. Freeburg
KEN DEAN
Bill & Nancy Frazier.......c.cccoveveuiunce. O’Fallon
James & Bonnie Rhea..........ccouevne..e. Belleville
Bob Souders Piperton TN
Paul & Sue Widicus.....couevvevevvunennee Mt. Vernon
Don & Donna Burroughs............ Edwardsville
Louis & Shirley Frick ................... Glen Carbon
GEORGE & VADA DESMOND
George Desmond, JT. .....ocvevvvereererienenne Danville

GILBERT FLETCHER

Rose Mary Fletcher .......ccccocveucuvenenncee Decatur
Phil Icenogle........cocveurivreererncrncerernerncerennees Pekin
ELVA HARPER
Sharon & Ron Monroe............. Milwaukee WI
Gary & Claire Ford.........ccocoveueunee. Champaign
MIKE JONES
BILL & ANNE JONES
Jim & Roberta Bortell ............ccoeune.... Normal

DALENE KUEBLER
Sharon & Ron Monroe............. Milwaukee WI
David Schultz ........ccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeenne Aledo

BURT McINTOSH
Jim & Roberta Bortell ............ccoeuee..... Normal

WILLIAM A. PALMER

Lois Palmer........cooevveeeveevereieieereenenn, O’Fallon

Memorials

JUDY PRATT
Larry & Marilyn Maffett.............. Bloomington
Sharon & Ron Monroe............. Milwaukee WI

Karleen Dude & IL Prairie ... Indianapolis IN
.................................. Community Foundation

George & Evelyn Adam ................ Findlay OH
AVIS RICHARDSON

Jeanne’ Sims.......cooeevvveveveveeeeeeennenne Rochester

Joyce Anders........coveeeeereereereureeneenennens Brighton

GARY SCHELLER
David & Dawne Cannady........... St. Louis MO

Mark Helmer .......cvcuveveenererncecrnencnnes Highland
Alan & Charis Hoffman & family ...... Highland
Anonymous

Aubrey Aubuschon.........ccccovcvvcuennnee Mt. Olive

NAOMI SCHLOBOHM
William G. Schlobohm................. Lindenhurst

CHARLES W. SENSEL
Sheila Sensel........cccceevevererenenee Centerville OH

ROBERT SHOOK

Susan Thompson-Shook.........ccccecunenee. Benton
R. PAUL SIMS
Jeanne L. Sims .....oooveverevveveeiiennne Rochester
Carol A. SIS ...coveerercerenereerenennes Springfield
CHUCK & MILDRED TINDLE
Jerry & Shirley Haley ........cccocevuueuenee. O’Fallon
MILDRED TINDLE
Jeanne’ Sims.......cceeveeeeeereveeverereneennenns Rochester
Clarice HOIliS.......ccoeerrrererererenrernnns Mt. Vernon
Brad & Donna Henson.........cccceeeveevennnnee Albion
JENNIE WISE
Susan M. Shute........cccoeveeererennen. Tacoma WA
Gary & Claire Ford........cccoveumenneee. Champaign
Eva & Van Anderson.........coccevevvveerennnee Arcola
Herb & Suzanne Thompson.............. Kankakee
Dick & JoAnn White..... ...Nacogdoches TX
Anita Saldeen .........cceeeerererererernnnen. Valrico FL
Julie Glawe........ceeeeeeeeeeeseeenane Monticello
Julia A. Mills.....cooveeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeeeeeeens Arcola
Constance S. Guennewig...........ccccce..... Arcola
HONORARIUMS

All Moving Clergy & Families
Brad & Donna Henson

Terry Clark
Glen & Susan Bocox

Bruce Baker’s 86th Birthday
Brent & Betty Phillips

Sally Hamon
Sharon UMC, Decatur

10

Bishop Woodie White
Jim & Roberta Bortell

Ron Monroe
Sharon Monroe

Scott Henley retirement
Herb & Suzanne Thompson

UNDESIGNATED
Keith Anderson
H. Dayle Badman
Jon & Rochelle Bouse
Stephen & Susan Burwell
John & Irma Davis
George Desmond, Jr.
John & Norma Fullmer
Brad & Donna Henson
Philip Jackson
Debbie Jadhav
Ronald & Angela Johnson
John Keller
Gail & Steve Kettelkamp
William G. Myers
Daniel Powers
Dennis Price
Clyde & Nancy Snyder
Diwan & Kamal Tiwade
Dave & Linda Trover
John & Judy Vidakovich
Ed & Nancy Weston

UNDESIGNATED

Larry & Joyce Wagley
David C. Davis
Michael Mason

Joe & Anne Hampton
Linda Hampton

Sally A. Brusveen
Jack Schmitt

Linda Trent

Avalon J. Gibson
Karla Lohnes

CHURCHES

Assumption UMC

Findlay UMC

Macon UMC

Oblong First Baptist

Peter Cartwright UMC, Pleasant Plains
Sharon UMC, Decatur

Virginia UMC

Willow Hill UMC, East Peoria

TRUSTS/BEQUESTS
Wm. Gordley Trust
James “Jay” Cox
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In Memory or In Honor
We thank God for...
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Philip & Faye Anderson;
Russ & Norma Steele
Brent & Julie Anderson

Martha & William Sheppard
Anita & Frank Munden

Lucy & Robert Campion;
Betty & Riggs Weston
Nancy & Ed Weston

R. Paul & Jeanne’ Sims
Carol A. Sims

Terry & Dixie Anderson
Keith E. Anderson

Ed & Peggy Pyatt
Bill Pyatt

Linnie Ethel & Louie Earl Brewer

Ethel L. Barnett

Carrie & Arthur Keller
John Keller

Our Parents
Jim & Carole Eckert

JoAnne & Harold Lyons
Robin Lyons

Anne & Robert Swain
Richard & Jean Swain

Neva & Luther Long
Don Long, Sr.

Edna & Harry Crede
Henry & Beverly Crede

Janette, Murriel, ¢ Brenda Nance

Judy & John Vidakovich
George & Vada Desmond

George Desmond, Jr.

Avis & H.M. Phillips;
Doris ¢ Robert Rich
Brent & Betty Phillips

Dollie & Loren Icenogle
Phillip Icenogle

11

Harriet Constance Kuhl &
William Edwin Myers
William G. Myers

Ada Belle & Kenneth “Doc” Bissey
Janet Leist

Rose & Bill Devenport;
Mabel & Bob Monroe
Sharon & Ron Monroe

Carrie & Howard Daughenbaugh, Sr.
& Evelyn ¢ Clayton Lacy
Howard L. Daughenbaugh

William & Nancy Frazier
Elizabeth Frazier

Bertha Henderson
Daniel Charles Henderson

Vivian & Frank Mick
Richard Mick

Louise & Clifford Nelson
Anita Saldeen

George & Lillian Candler;
Cary & Lenna White
Ida W. Candler

Beatrice & John Thompson
Herb Thompson

Earl & Velma Myers
Carol Myers

Flo & Ralph Ridgley

Marie Patterson

John Davis
Ray & Christy Long

Corum & Eva Reynolds
David Reynolds

Louis W. Frick, Sr.
Louis & Shirley Frick
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